
Belton in Rutland Parish Council 
Beltonparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Parish Clerk. Mazzie Soar 
28 Main Street, Belton-in-Rutland LE15 9LB 

Telephone: 07814 379590 
 

Minutes of an Annual General Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 22nd April  
at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 

 
 
Council Agenda 
09/2021  Present 
   Steven Wilby (Chair) 
   Jane Cronin 
   Jane Thornalley 
   Dr Matt Ahearne 

Christian Receden Davies 
Colin Gordon (Minutes)  

10/2021 Apologies Hugh Neill, Mazzie Soar (clerk) 
11/2021  Declaration of disposable Pecuniary interest – None. 
 
 
Council Agenda 
 

COVID restrictions to do with Parish Council meetings are currently involved in a court case 
with the decision outstanding. At present the Chairman plans to hold the next PC meeting in 
Village Hall on 17 May, starting at 19:00. 

 
Public Session 
12/2021 
 
Village Hall 
13/2021 

The Chair was still working on the Village Hall’s ownership and would engage with the 
trustees of the village hall to discuss option for transfer of ownership. There are various 
options on the table and the issue would remain an agenda item for future meetings. 

 
Parish Council New Website 
14/2021 

Documents are being loaded on the Beta-site. There was some discussion on the level of 
detail to be shown for councillors, particularly phone numbers. As website editor, Colin 
Gordon also asked for a photo of each member (JPEG or PNG format). 

 
Co-opt a New Councillor 
15/2021 

Jane Cronin proposed and Dr Matt Ahearne seconded co-opting Christian Receden Davies 
as a new Council member. 
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War Memorial Repair 
15/2021 

Uppingham Stone Ltd company had responded and contacted Jane Cronin with a repair 
proposal for the War Memorial. There is some uncertainty about how much damage the 
delivery company was responsible for and that amount should be ascertained. 
 
The Uppingham Stone Ltd estimate follows: 
All left hand capping needs to be relaid, 
1@530*100*225 quoin for the front, 1@250*60*225 quoin for the end and 
1@700*100*225 quoin for the inside need to be supplied and fitted to replace the damage. 
I suggest Ancaster weatherbed stone for the walls 
Repoint back corner (large crack) 
£1000+vat 
The capping is largely in good order which offers you some options: 
 so we could repair the "knocked capping" by gluing on a new corner similar to a repair on 
the back side. £40+vat 
Or we could cut this piece down and get a new piece 300mm long to save on buying a while 
new piece, £40+vat 
Or the best solution is to cut the broken piece down to replace the previously repaired piece 
and buy a new capping, £120+ vat 
The capping is a sandstone, we will attempt to match as closely as possible, I suggest either a 
peak moor stone or perhaps woodkirk? 
 
Cllr Cronin has been asked to go back to the stone mason and confirm the separate 
elements of the repair bill as to allow the PC to seek the costs from the Sandown Products 
company that had caused damage to the dwarf wall.  Further to confirm that the slate name 
plate will also form part of the repair. 

 
ROSPA Secret Garden Inspection 
16/2021 

A ROSPA Inspection is to take place in May or June accompanied by Steve Fay (Secret 
Garden Committee). An extra payment was required to arrange the inspection for a specific 
date. The Chairman stated he had the inspection register for the Secret Garden covering the 
previous 12 months. 

 
Insurance Update 
17/2021 

New insurance details are to be loaded on the new website. The policy requires to be 
renegotiated next year. 

 
Tree Warden Replacement 
18/2021 

Mrs Jane Pierson had retired as Tree Warden and could be replaced by Mrs Alex Wilby.  
 
RCC Arboreal Specialist Meeting Update (Tree planting) 
19/2021 

15 locations around the village had been noted for new tree planting. Half of the village 
(Loddington Lane to Back Lane) had been inspected with the second half to follow. Types of 
tree and how trees are to be planted were discussed. All were attractive trees and all but 
one native species (exception is an Alpine Spruce). Some caveats were discussed including 
proximity to power lines and RCC Highways being able to remove trees in the future. 



Following this RCC scheme avoids the requirement for an agricultural licence. Further 
consultation within the village is required to ensure no protest. This tree planting is also in 
line with RRC policy. 

 
Planning Application 2021/0427/CAT 
20/2021 

The orchard in the grounds of The Cottage (6 Nether Street) has been neglected and all but 
one of the current fruit trees are aged and partly rotten. A report submitted as part of the 
planning documents declared those trees as beyond repair and recommended their removal 
and replanting. The aim is to return the orchard to its original form with old species and 
create a beautiful orchard in the middle of the village. The plan was discussed, seemed to be 
of great benefit to the village and supported. 
 

CAB Request for Funding 
21/2021 

A CAB funding request had been received. Previous years’ CAB funding was for £150 and it 
was decided to continue support at that level.  

 
Future of Rutland Conversation 
22/2021 

The council was asked whether it should get involved and the members concluded that 
awaiting developments would be the wisest choice. 

 
Cemetery Maintenance 
23/2021 

A quotation of £48 per week for cemetery maintenance had been received which was 
deemed good value. There would be further costs for other, one-off tasks e.g. Hedge 
trimming twice a year at £55 a time. 

 
Finance 
24/2021 

Reports and Balance of Accounts were circulated and accepted. The Chairman noted the 
following points while viewing the accounts: 

• Burial income had decreased 

• A grant from RCC had been received 

• A VAT reclaim had yet to be paid 

• The PC Clerk’s salary had been increased slightly and a claim for salary payment was 
outstanding 

• The budgetary target had been met but some items (notably repair of the church clock) 
had not been called for 

• There had been a small increase in the precept to £7,811.00.  

• Otherwise, annual expenditure had been normal including the audit fee 

• The precept, the FY21/22 budget with finalised accounts for FY20/21 had been 
circulated prior to meeting and had been accepted by all at the meeting. With receipts 
total for year £18,511.49 and expenditure of £7,123.00.  

• The Audit is booked for 29 May 2021  
 

 
 
 
 



Payments and Audit 
25/2021 

Two cheques require signing for two sessions of LRAC Training. 
000729 LRAC Training £100.00 
000730 LRAC Audit Training £170.00 
 

Standing orders 
26/2021 

Complaints Procedures were discussed and agreed on and to be uploaded to the new 
website.  

 
Next Meeting 
27/2021 

To be held in Belton Village Hall on Wednesday 26 May at 7:00 pm. Note it will be unlawful 
to not have a public meeting after 7th May 2021 that is not physical. 

 
To be taken forward:  
28/2021 

1. Ownership and future use of the village phone box for which the PC pays insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Session 
 
Secret Garden Group (Tessa Barson) 
29/2021 
 

Update – an all-weather Table Tennis Table with matting beneath is to be installed as a 
major purchase (circa £2300). 
 
A Summer Lunch planned for 21 August would be on a reduced scale to those normally held 
in June. At present, the November Fireworks event would be held as usual. Checks were to 
be made on the inspection and insurance, with Steve to meet inspectors in May or June and 
the Chairman coordinating the actual date. No other fund raising events had been possible 
due to COVID but 2022 plans should be back to normal. 
 
There was a request from the Pre School for more picnic benches as some had been broken. 
The Chairman was aware how expensive benches can be and thought innovative use of 
scaffolding poles might prove a solution. 
 
There followed some discussion about the black litter bin opposite the Secret Garden, the 
normal black bin and disposal of litter. The Secret Garden Group will produce signage to 
accompany installing the Table Tennis table. Any other specific SG project could approach 
the Parish Council for Funding. 

 
Belton Pre-School (Kyria Wright) 
30/2021 
 

The Parish Council was thanked for new front door at Pre-School. It had been a very 
challenging year which continues with COVID bubbles, loss of income, extra cleaning and 
social distancing. The Pre-School remained solvent thanks to the receipt of a small grant. The 
register for September is up to capacity plus a waiting list. The Pre-School enjoys a good 
reputation and plans to install a small summer house in the garden with a mother and 
toddler area. The issue of roof repair was looming (diocese responsibility) and PC would 
most probably be unable to help. However, PC could help with outside facilities and further 
services for mothers and very young children.  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 


