
Sunday 25th December 2016
Christmas Midnight

(White or Gold)

 A very warm welcome to everyone worshipping with us today.
All Christians who are full members of any denomination are

 invited to receive Communion; or if not a communicant,
to come to the altar rail for a blessing.

If you are visiting, please take our greetings back to your church,
 or if you have recently moved into the area,please make yourself known

to our priest, the Revd. Canon Rachel Watts, or a churchwarden.
Please take these Parish-Notes home

St Peter’s Church
Belton w Wardley

Collect:
 Eternal God,who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth,
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
        Amen

First Reading: Isaiah 52. 7-10
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their
voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of
the Lord to Zion. 9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
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Second Reading: Hebrews 1. 1-12
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.
3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he
has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I
have begotten you’? Or again,‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’?
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all
God’s angels worship him.’ 7 Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his
angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ 8 But of the Son he says,
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is
the sceptre of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your companions.’ 10 And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you
founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11 they
will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 12 like a
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you
are the same, and your years will never end.’

John 1. 1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.



Please remember in your prayers:
We remember in our prayers those killed at the Christmas market in
Berlin, and the victims of terrorist attacks across the world, especially
those caught up in the fighting in Syria and Iraq. Nearer to home we pray
for those known to us in need help and assistance.

Post Communion:
God our Father,
in this night you have made known to us again
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him
until the day dawns
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.
To him be glory both now and for ever.

Amen
Hymns

28  Hark the Herald Angels sing      (verses 1,2 & 3)

42  While shepherds watched their flocks  by night

29  It came upon a midnight clear

30  O come all ye faithful

Would you like to learn to ring?
Ringing training courses are now held in

Uppingham church on Saturday mornings.
If you are interested in learning to ring,

please get in touch with John Webster  (821922)

Carols in Belton
Thank you to everyone who supported our carol singing around the
village on Tuesday 20th December. We raised over £71 pounds for the
charity “Shelter”.

Thanks also to everyone at our Carol service on Wednesday,
especially the readers, and to all helping with the refreshments.



These Parish Notes are available in the church throughout the
following week, and are also published weekly by email. If you
would like to be added to the distribution list, please email:
                            “editor@belton-wardley.org.uk”
Further information on our website: www.belton-wardley.org.uk

Forthcoming Services & Events

Date Location Time Service / Event
24th December
Christmas Eve

St. Peter’s
church 11:30 PM Midnight Communion

(bcp)

25th December
Christmas Day

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Christmas Communion

(cw)

1st January
Second Sunday

of Christmas
St. Peter’s

church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

Wednesday
4th January

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

8th January
Epiphany

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

bcp = Book of Common Prayer              cw = Common Worship

 If you would like to include a community event here, please contact
the editor (Tel: 01572-822271, email: editor@belton-wardley.org.uk)


