
Sunday 18th December 2016
Fourth Sunday of Advent

(Purple)

     A very warm welcome to everyone worshipping with us today.
All Christians who are full members of any denomination are

 invited to receive Communion; or if not a communicant,
to come to the altar rail for a blessing.

If you are visiting, please take our greetings back to your church,
 or if you have recently moved into the area,please make yourself known

to our priest, the Revd. Canon Rachel Watts, or a churchwarden.
Please take these Parish-Notes home

St Peter’s Church
Belton w Wardley

Collect:
 God our redeemer,

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading: Isaiah 7. 10-16
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the Lord your
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will
not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13 Then Isaiah* said: ‘Hear
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you
weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.
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Second Reading: Romans 1. 1-7
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including yourselves who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ,
7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 1.18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah* took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Please remember in your prayers:
We remember in our prayers those killed in the airliner crash in
Colombia, and the victims of terrorist attacks across the world, especially
those caught up in the fighting in Syria and Iraq. Nearer to home we pray
for those known to us in need help and assistance.



Post Communion:
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymns
420  O Jesus I have promised, to serve thee to the end

456  Teach me, my God and King

186  Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord

Please join us for tea / coffee after the service

Would you like to learn to ring?
Ringing training courses are now held in

Uppingham church on Saturday mornings.
If you are interested in learning to ring,

please get in touch with John Webster  (821922)



These Parish Notes are available in the church throughout the
following week, and are also published weekly by email. If you
would like to be added to the distribution list, please email:
                            “editor@belton-wardley.org.uk”
Further information on our website: www.belton-wardley.org.uk

Forthcoming Services & Events

Date Location Time Service / Event
18th December
Fourth Sunday

of Advent
St. Peter’s

church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

Tuesday
20th December

St. Peter’s
church

2:30 PM Children’s
Christmas Workshop

4:00 PM Blessing of the Crib

Belton village 7:00 PM
Carol Singing

around the village
(meet at the church)

Wednesday
21st December

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

St. Peter’s
church 7:00 PM Carol Service

Friday
23rd December

Belton House
Care Home 2:00 PM Holy Communion

24th December
Christmas Eve

St. Peter’s
church 11:30 PM Midnight Communion

(bcp)
25th December
Christmas Day

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Christmas Communion

(cw)
1st January

Second Sunday
of Christmas

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

bcp = Book of Common Prayer              cw = Common Worship

 If you would like to include a community event here, please contact
the editor (Tel: 01572-822271, email: editor@belton-wardley.org.uk)


