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3rd July 2016 - Patronal Festival
Saint Peter’s Day

(Red)

A very warm welcome to everyone worshipping with us today.
All Christians who are full members of any denomination are

 invited to receive Communion; or if not a communicant,
to come to the altar rail for a blessing.

If you are visiting, please take our greetings back to your church,
 or if you have recently moved into the area,
please make yourself known to our priest,

 the Revd. Canon Rachel Watts, or a churchwarden.

Collect: Almighty God,
who inspired your apostle Saint Peter
to confess Jesus as Christ and Son of the living God:
build up your Church upon this rock,
that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth
and follow one Lord, your Son our Saviour Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.. Amen

St Peter’s Church
Belton w Wardley

Thought for the week:
This week has been the most extraordinary week for our country.  However
we voted in the recent referendum we find ourselves in a strange place.
When we could have expected our political leaders to lead it seems that the
political parties are in disarray. And we can only wait to see who might lead
us through this next phase of life in our country.  In this changing landscape
it is good for us to be reminding ourselves of the solidness of our faith and
our church.  Peter that rather too human and flawed disciple is the one
whom Jesus charges with the founding of his Church.  Jesus tells him he is
the rock on whom he will build his Church and that even the powers of hell
will not be able to conquer it.  If we have faith like Peter then despite change
and challenges we are strong, even a rock as human as Peter has the
power to walk into the very gates of hell and win.  A challenge for us in any
time, Christ trusts in Peter and he trusts in us to be rocks for him however
a changing landscape we live in.

Rachel
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First Reading:  Ezekiel 3. 22-27
22 Then the hand of the Lord was upon me there; and he said to me, Rise
up, go out into the valley, and there I will speak with you. 23 So I rose up
and went out into the valley; and the glory of the Lord stood there, like
the glory that I had seen by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face. 24 The
spirit entered into me, and set me on my feet; and he spoke with me and
said to me: Go, shut yourself inside your house. 25 As for you, mortal,
cords shall be placed on you, and you shall be bound with them, so that
you cannot go out among the people; 26 and I will make your tongue cling
to the roof of your mouth, so that you shall be speechless and unable to
reprove them; for they are a rebellious house. 27 But when I speak with
you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord God’; let those who will hear, hear; and let those who refuse to hear,
refuse; for they are a rebellious house.

Second Reading:  Acts 12.1-11
1 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged
to the church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.
3 After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter
also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) 4 When he had
seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the
Passover. 5 While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently
to God for him.
6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound
with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front
of the door were keeping watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of
the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the
side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his
wrists. 8 The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your
sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you
and follow me.’ 9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that
what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was
seeing a vision. 10 After they had passed the first and the second guard,
they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them
of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when
suddenly the angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said,
‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the
hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’
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Gospel: Matthew 16.13-19
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14 And they
said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15 He said to them, ‘But who do you say
that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,* the Son of
the living God.’ 17 And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,* and on this rock* I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.’

Please remember in your prayers:
We pray for the refugees in the middle-east and North Africa, and for
those known to us in need help and assistance.

Post Communion:
Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel:
by the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.. Amen

Hymns:
484   The Church’s one Foundation
172   Thou art the Christ O Lord
478   Ye Watchers and ye Holy ones.

Please join us for tea / coffee after the service
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Forthcoming Services & Events

Date Location Time Service / Event

3rd July
St. Peter’s Day

St. Peter’s
church

11:00 AM Holy Communion (cw)

12:00 noon St. Peter’s Feast
inc. Barbecue

Wednesday
6th July

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

The Sun Inn
Belton 7:30 PM PCC Meeting

Friday
8th July

Belton House
Care Home

No Hymns & Prayers
service this month

10th July
Seventh Sunday

after Trinity
St. Peter’s

church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (cw)

Wednesday
13th July

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

17th July
Eighth Sunday

after Trinity
St. Peter’s

church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

bcp = Book of Common Prayer              cw = Common Worship

 If you would like to include a community event here, please contact
the editor (Tel: 01572-822271, email: editor@belton-wardley.org.uk)

These Parish Notes are available in the church throughout the
following week, and are also published weekly by email. If you
would like to be added to the distribution list, please email:
                            “editor@belton-wardley.org.uk”
Further information on our website: www.belton-wardley.org.uk


