
Sunday 8th January 2017
Baptism of Christ

(White or Gold)
     A very warm welcome to everyone worshipping with us today.

All Christians who are full members of any denomination are
 invited to receive Communion; or if not a communicant,

to come to the altar rail for a blessing.
If you are visiting, please take our greetings back to your church,

 or if you have recently moved into the area,please make yourself known
to our priest, the Revd. Canon Rachel Watts, or a churchwarden.

St Peter’s Church
Belton w Wardley

Collect: Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen

First Reading: Isaiah 42.1-9
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the
nations. 2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands
wait for his teaching.
5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the Lord, I
have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
7   to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord, that
is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before
they spring forth, I tell you of them.
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Second Reading: Acts 10. 34-43
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to
the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Gospel: Matthew 3. 13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?’ 15But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be
so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then
he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a
voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved,* with whom I am
well pleased.’

Please remember in your prayers:
We remember in our prayers those killed at the Christmas market in
Berlin, and the victims of terrorist attacks across the world, especially
those caught up in the fighting in Syria and Iraq. Nearer to home we pray
for those known to us in need help and assistance.



Post Communion:
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymns
 47 As with gladness men of old

12 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist  cries
 49 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning

Please join us for tea / coffee after the service

Forthcoming Services & Events
Date Location Time Service / Event

8th January
Baptism of

Christ
St. Peter’s

church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (cw)

Wednesday
11th January

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

Friday
13th January

Belton House
Care Home

2:00 PM Hymns & Prayers
led by Eileen Hill

15th January
Second Sunday
after Epiphany

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (bcp)

Wednesday
11th January

St. Peter’s
church 8:15 AM Morning Prayer (said)

Third Sunday
after Epiphany

St. Peter’s
church 9:00 AM Holy Communion (cw)

bcp = Book of Common Prayer              cw = Common Worship

 If you would like to include a community event here, please contact
the editor (Tel: 01572-822271, email: editor@belton-wardley.org.uk)



These Parish Notes are available in the church throughout the
following week, and are also published weekly by email. If you
would like to be added to the distribution list, please email:
                            “editor@belton-wardley.org.uk”
Further information on our website: www.belton-wardley.org.uk

Would you like to learn to ring?
Ringing training courses are now held in

Uppingham church on Saturday mornings.
If you are interested in learning to ring,

please get in touch with John Webster  (821922)

You could advertise
your community event

on this page


